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When houses are flattened, towns submerged, and people stranded without electricity or even food, we
attribute the suffering to “natural disasters” or “acts of God.” But what if they’re neither? What if we, as a
society, are bringing these catastrophes on ourselves?
 
That’s the provocative theory of Catastrophe in the Making, the first book to recognize Hurricane Katrina not
as a “perfect storm,” but a tragedy of our own making—and one that could become commonplace.  
 
The authors, one a longtime New Orleans resident, argue that breached levees and sloppy emergency
response are just the most obvious examples of government failure. The true problem is more deeply rooted
and insidious, and stretches far beyond the Gulf Coast.
 
Based on the false promise of widespread prosperity, communities across the U.S. have embraced all brands
of “economic development” at all costs. In Louisiana, that meant development interests turning wetlands into
shipping lanes. By replacing a natural buffer against storm surges with a 75-mile long, obsolete canal that
cost hundreds of millions of dollars, they guided the hurricane into the heart of New Orleans and adjacent
communities. The authors reveal why, despite their geographic differences, California and Missouri are
building—quite literally—toward similar destruction.
 
Too often, the U.S. “growth machine” generates wealth for a few and misery for many. Drawing lessons
from the most expensive “natural” disaster in American history, Catastrophe in the Making shows why
thoughtless development comes at a price we can ill afford.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow, it is possible to
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a book.

Samuel Jackson:

Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow although
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
thinking.

Celia Norton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering
of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow as good book not just
by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its include,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Lois Hutter:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to



can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of
Tomorrow can make you feel more interested to read.
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