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Rats, tainted food, leaky sewage pipes: they only began to hint at the anarchy inside the Kentucky State
Reformatory in La Grange. A barracks-style “warehouse” prison straight out of an old mobster film, KSR
was three-quarters over its intended capacity by 1978. It had become a sickening, dangerous place, where an
inmate could get his hands on a sawed-off shotgun more easily than a clean towel.

That year a handful of KSR prisoners managed to send a plea for help to the federal court in Louisville. The
petitioners expected reprisals or, maybe worse, silence. But the letter reached a caring judge, and the
prisoners had spoken up at a crucial moment in Kentucky reform politics. The signs seemed right to take on
the old-boy network whose byword on prison conditions was “ain’t no riots, ain’t no problems.” The suit was
settled in the KSR prisoners’ favor in 1981, paving the way for controversial, protracted, and expensive
reforms.

Written by Lloyd C. Anderson, the head of the KSR prisoners’ legal team, Voices from a Southern Prison
quotes extensively from recollections of many players in the case, from the judge who presided over it to the
journalist who put it in the headlines. Most important, we hear from three inmates who emerged as leaders
among their fellow plaintiffs: James “Shorty” Thompson, Wilgus Haddix, and Walter Harris.

As our nation’s penal system expands on an unprecedented scale, the KSR scandal offers timely lessons
about entrenched attitudes toward prisons. Thus far, says Anderson, they seem lost on the strategists of our
“War on Crime.”
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From reader reviews:

Tracey Egan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Voices from a Southern Prison. Try to the actual book Voices from a
Southern Prison as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Mary Brunner:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Voices from a Southern
Prison to read.

Lee Witherspoon:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Voices from a Southern
Prison suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Voices from a Southern Prisonis a single of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ruth Paiz:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of
various ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you
actually more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Voices from a Southern Prison, you can tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.
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