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Water is an endangered resource, imperiled by population growth, mega-urbanization, and climate change.
Scientists project that by 2050, freshwater shortages will affect 75 percent of the global population. Steven
Mithen puts our current crisis in historical context by exploring 10,000 years of humankind’s management of
water. Thirst offers cautionary tales of civilizations defeated by the challenges of water control, as well as
inspirational stories about how technological ingenuity has sustained communities in hostile environments.

As in his acclaimed, genre-defying After the Ice and The Singing Neanderthals, Mithen blends archaeology,
current science, and ancient literature to give us a rich new picture of how our ancestors lived. Since the
Neolithic Revolution, people have recognized water as a commodity and source of economic power and have
manipulated its flow. History abounds with examples of ambitious water management projects and hydraulic
engineering—from the Sumerians, whose mastery of canal building and irrigation led to their status as the
first civilization, to the Nabataeans, who created a watery paradise in the desert city of Petra, to the Khmer,
who built a massive inland sea at Angkor, visible from space.

As we search for modern solutions to today’s water crises, from the American Southwest to China, Mithen
also looks for lessons in the past. He suggests that we follow one of the most unheeded pieces of advice to
come down from ancient times. In the words of Li Bing, whose waterworks have irrigated the Sichuan Basin
since 256 bc, “Work with nature, not against it.”
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Proctor:

This Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World can be one of
several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Susan Gagnon:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Darius Cramer:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

Theresa Piercy:

Beside this particular Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World in your phone, it might give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in
the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from at
this point!
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