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Shortly before his death, Percy Grainger (1882-1961) lodged over twenty unpublished sketches in his
Australian Museum. Self-Portrait of Percy Grainger draws exclusively from these sketches, revealing for the
first time an illuminating portrait of the composers life. With such titles as The Aldridge-Grainger-Strom
Saga, Thunks, Ere-I-Forget, The Love-Life of Helen and Paris, and Anecdotes, these manuscripts were
intended as precursors to Graingers autobiography, My Wretched Tone-Life, which he only commenced in
his final years. Expertly shaping these sketches, the editors have created a self-portrait along the lines that
Grainger himself had intended. The volume first introduces Graingers forebears, parents, friends, wife, and
himself before moving on to his views on composition, performance, and the musical world. In these
sketches, Grainger addresses such topics as racial and national identity, the meaning of work, physical
culture, language reform, sexual practice, and artistic patronage. Grainger also probes the nature of musical
genius, discussing a broad range of composers including Igor Stravinsky, Thomas Beecham, Frederick
Delius, Edvard Grieg, Charles Stanford, Cyril Scott, Fritz Kreisler, Donald Tovey, Ferruccio Busoni, and
Balfour Gardiner. Among the works of his own that Grainger most featured are his The Warriors --Music for
an Imaginary Ballet, Colonial Song, the Lincolnshire Posy series of band pieces, his greatest hit Country
Gardens, and his many settings of English folk-music. Written in Graingers own self-created Nordic English
as well as translated from Danish, the language of his most intimate confessions, Self-Portrait of Percy
Grainger sheds light on some of the most revealing details of the composers life. The sketches trace
Graingers changing self-perception, from the romantically tinged, even lustful, views of his forties and
fifties, through a period of wistfulness in his sixties, to the bitterness and self-loathing of his old age. The
volume also includes several of Graingers own drawings as well as both public and private photographs. A
fascinating and revealing collection of vignettes, this extraordinary book will appeal to instructors, students,
and enthusiasts in musicology, music history, cultural studies, and Australian, British, and American history.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Self-Portrait of Percy
Grainger? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Sylvia Healey:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Self-Portrait of Percy
Grainger.

Michael Hollinger:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Self-Portrait of Percy Grainger can give
you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Self-Portrait of Percy Grainger.

Katrice Fredericksen:

You can obtain this Self-Portrait of Percy Grainger by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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