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Kentucky occupied an unusual position with regard to slavery during the Civil War as well as after. Since the
state never seceded, the emancipation proclamation did not free the majority of Kentucky's slaves; in fact,
Kentucky and Delaware were the only two states where legal slavery still existed when the thirteenth
amendment was adopted by Congress. Despite its unique position, no historian before has attempted to tell
the experience of blacks in the Commonwealth during the Civil War and Reconstruction.

Victor B. Howard's Black Liberation in Kentucky fills this void in the history of slavery and emancipation. In
doing so, however, he does not just chronicle the experiences of black Kentucky, because as he notes in his
introduction, "such a work would distort the past as much as a book concerned solely with white people."
Beginning with an overview of the situation before the war, Howard examines reactions to the emancipation
proclamation and how the writ was executed in Kentucky. He also explores the role the army played, both
during the war as freed black enlisted and after the war as former slaves transitioned to freedom.

The situation for former slaves in Kentucky was just as precarious as in other southern states, and Howard
documents the challenges they faced from keeping families together to finding work. He also documents the
early fights for civil rights in the state, detailing battles over the right to testify in court, black suffrage, and
access to education. As Black Liberation in Kentucky shows, Kentucky's slaves fought for their freedoms and
rights from the beginning, refusing to continue in bondage and proving themselves accomplished actors
destined to play a critical role in Civil War and Reconstruction.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Barnett:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Religion and the Radical Republican
Movement, 1860-1870. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

John Bradley:

The actual book Religion and the Radical Republican Movement, 1860-1870 has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Edward Donnelly:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Religion and the Radical Republican Movement,
1860-1870, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Dave Arreola:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Religion and the Radical Republican Movement,
1860-1870 was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Religion and the
Radical Republican Movement, 1860-1870 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
in your case and try to like reading that.
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