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This work explores the story of the "Holy Roller" sect led by Franz Creffield in the early years of the 20th
century. Creffield, a charismatic, self-styled messiah, taught his followers to forsake the worldliness of
material goods and their families and seek only salvation. As his teachings became more extreme, the local
community reacted by tarring and feathering him and incarcerating his mainly female followers inthe asylum
and other institutions. Creffield himself was imprisoned after a conviction for adultery, but revived the sect
shortly after his release. George Mitchell, the brother of two of Creffield's female followers, pursued him to
Seattle and shot him dead. In a trial that made headlines across America, Mitchell was aquitted, ostensibly on
the basis of insanity but in reality due to the "unwritten law" that justified killing in defence of a female
relative who had been sexually "wronged". Mitchell himself was then murdered by his own sister, Esther,
whom he had claimed to be defending. In a final twist to this story, esther did not stand trial for the murder
of her brother but was placed in an asylum, ultimately taking her own life by poison a few years later. In this
micro-history, Philips and Gartner explore the relationships among formal and informal law, gender relations
and religious repression. It should interest scholars and general readers in law, religion and gender, as well as
anybody interested in the history of Oregon and Washington.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Hanner:

The publication untitled Murdering Holiness: The Trials of Franz Creffield and George Mitchell (Law and
Society) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Murdering Holiness: The Trials of
Franz Creffield and George Mitchell (Law and Society) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Deb Valdez:

The reserve with title Murdering Holiness: The Trials of Franz Creffield and George Mitchell (Law and
Society) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Sharon Doyle:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Murdering Holiness: The Trials of Franz Creffield and George Mitchell (Law and Society) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Murdering Holiness: The Trials of
Franz Creffield and George Mitchell (Law and Society) giving you a different experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Joel Jones:

Murdering Holiness: The Trials of Franz Creffield and George Mitchell (Law and Society) can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Murdering Holiness: The Trials of Franz Creffield and George Mitchell (Law and Society) but
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial



contemplating.
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