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An undocumented immigrant’s journey from a New York City homeless shelter to the top of his
Princeton class

Dan-el Padilla Peralta has lived the American dream. As a boy, he came here legally with his family.
Together they left Santo Domingo behind, but life in New York City was harder than they imagined. Their
visas lapsed, and Dan-el’s father returned home. But Dan-el’s courageous mother was determined to make a
better life for her bright sons.

Without papers, she faced tremendous obstacles. While Dan-el was only in grade school, the family joined
the ranks of the city’s homeless. Dan-el, his mother, and brother lived in a downtown shelter where Dan-el’s
only refuge was the meager library. There he met Jeff, a young volunteer from a wealthy family. Jeff was
immediately struck by Dan-el’s passion for books and learning. With Jeff’s help, Dan-el was accepted on
scholarship to Collegiate, the oldest private school in the country.

There, Dan-el thrived. Throughout his youth, Dan-el navigated these two worlds: the rough streets of East
Harlem, where he lived with his brother and his mother and tried to make friends, and the ultra-elite halls of
a Manhattan private school, where he could immerse himself in a world of books and where he soon rose to
the top of his class.

From Collegiate, Dan-el went to Princeton, where he thrived, and where he made the momentous decision to
come out as an undocumented student in a Wall Street Journal profile a few months before he gave the
salutatorian’s traditional address in Latin at his commencement.

Undocumented is a classic story of the triumph of the human spirit. It also is the perfect cri de coeur for the
debate on comprehensive immigration reform.

Praise for Undocumented

“Dan-el Padilla Peralta’s story is as compulsively readable as a novel, an all-American tall tale that just
happens to be true. From homeless shelter to Princeton, Oxford, and Stanford, through the grace not only of
his own hard work but his mother’s discipline and care, he documents the America we should still aspire to
be.” —Dr. Anne-Marie Slaughter, President of the New America Foundation
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the
Ivy League.

Mary Wing:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's Odyssey
from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League giving you another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

James Harris:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's
Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still doubt Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League
as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't
determine book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Carl Melton:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's Odyssey
from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get



you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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