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From an acclaimed historian and social critic, a passionate and poignant history of German Jews from the
mid-eighteenth century to the eve of the Third Reich

As it's usually told, the story of the German Jews starts at the end, with their tragic demise in Hitler's Third
Reich. Now, in this important work of historical restoration, Amos Elon takes us back to the beginning,
chronicling a period of achievement and integration that at its peak produced a golden age second only to the
Renaissance.

Writing with a novelist's eye, Elon shows how a persecuted clan of cattle dealers and wandering peddlers
was transformed into a stunningly successful community of writers, philosophers, scientists, tycoons, and
activists. He peoples his account with dramatic figures: Moses Mendelssohn, who entered Berlin in 1743
through the gate reserved for Jews and cattle, and went on to become "the German Socrates"; Heinrich
Heine, beloved lyric poet who famously referred to baptism as the admission ticket to European culture;
Hannah Arendt, whose flight from Berlin signaled the end of the German-Jewish idyll. Elon traces how this
minority-never more than one percent of the population-came to be perceived as a deadly threat to national
integrity, and he movingly demonstrates that this devastating outcome was uncertain almost until the end.

A collective biography, full of depth and compassion, The Pity of It All summons up a splendid world and a
dream of integration and tolerance that, despite all, remains the essential ennobling project of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

Here thing why this The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933 are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book
that similar with The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Pity
of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933 in e-book can be your alternative.

Toni Bays:

Typically the book The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933 has a lot associated with
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Deborah Allen:

Beside that The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933 in your phone, it could give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933 because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read
it from at this point!

Charlie Hartman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Pity of It All: A History of the Jews in
Germany, 1743-1933 can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Pity
of It All: A History of the Jews in Germany, 1743-1933.
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