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Griffins, Cyclopes, Monsters, and Giants--these fabulous creatures of classical mythology continue to live in
the modern imagination through the vivid accounts that have come down to us from the ancient Greeks and
Romans. But what if these beings were more than merely fictions? What if monstrous creatures once roamed
the earth in the very places where their legends first arose? This is the arresting and original thesis that
Adrienne Mayor explores in The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful research and meticulous
documentation, she convincingly shows that many of the giants and monsters of myth did have a basis in
fact--in the enormous bones of long-extinct species that were once abundant in the lands of the Greeks and
Romans.

As Mayor shows, the Greeks and Romans were well aware that a different breed of creatures once inhabited
their lands. They frequently encountered the fossilized bones of these primeval beings, and they developed
sophisticated concepts to explain the fossil evidence, concepts that were expressed in mythological stories.
The legend of the gold-guarding griffin, for example, sprang from tales first told by Scythian gold-miners,
who, passing through the Gobi Desert at the foot of the Altai Mountains, encountered the skeletons of
Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that littered the ground.

Like their modern counterparts, the ancient fossil hunters collected and measured impressive petrified
remains and displayed them in temples and museums; they attempted to reconstruct the appearance of these
prehistoric creatures and to explain their extinction. Long thought to be fantasy, the remarkably detailed and
perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of giant bone finds were actually based on solid paleontological facts.
By reading these neglected narratives for the first time in the light of modern scientific discoveries, Adrienne
Mayor illuminates a lost world of ancient paleontology.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Browning:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The First Fossil
Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Gladys Dearth:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs,
Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Thomas Burke:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare
time, we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again,
what kind of activity have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your
spare time, the actual book you have read will be The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth
in Greek and Roman Times.

James Edgar:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times when you
required it?
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