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- The Death of Ivan Ilyich, first published in 1886, is a novella by Leo Tolstoy, one of the masterpieces of
his late fiction, written shortly after his religious conversion of the late 1870s.
"Usually classed among the best examples of the novella", The Death of Ivan Ilyich tells the story of the
sufferings and death of a high-court judge in 19th-century Russia.
Ivan Ilyich lives a carefree life that is "most simple and most ordinary and therefore most terrible". Like
everyone he knows, he spends his life climbing the social ladder. Enduring marriage to a woman whom he
often finds too demanding, he works his way up to be a magistrate, thanks to the influence he has over a
friend who has just been promoted, focusing more on his work as his family life becomes less tolerable.
While hanging curtains for his new home one day, he falls awkwardly and hurts his side. Though he does not
think much of it at first, he begins to suffer from a pain in his side. As his discomfort grows, his behavior
towards his family becomes more irritable. His wife finally insists that he visit a physician. The physician
cannot pinpoint the source of his malady, but soon it becomes clear that his condition is terminal. Confronted
with his diagnosis, Ivan attempts every remedy he can to obtain a cure for his worsening situation until the
pain grows so intense he is forced to cease working and spend the remainder of his days in bed. Here, he is
brought face to face with his mortality, and realizes that although he knows of it, he does not truly grasp it.
During the long and painful process of death, Ivan dwells on the idea that he does not deserve his suffering
because he has lived rightly. If he had not lived a good life, there could be a reason for his pain; but he has,
so pain and death must be arbitrary and senseless. As he begins to hate his family for avoiding the subject of
his death, for pretending he is only sick and not dying, he finds his only comfort in his peasant boy servant
Gerasim, the only person in Ivan's life who does not fear death, and also the only one who, apart from his
own son, shows compassion for him. Ivan begins to question whether he has, in fact, lived a good life.
In the final days of his life, Ivan makes a clear split between an artificial life, such as his own, which masks
the true meaning of life and makes one fear death, and an authentic life, the life of Gerasim. Authentic life is
marked by compassion and sympathy; the artificial life by self-interest. Then "some force" strikes Ivan in the
chest and side, and he is brought into the presence of a bright light. His hand falls onto his nearby son's head,
and Ivan pities his son. He no longer hates his daughter or wife, but rather feels pity for them, and hopes his
death will release them. In so doing, his terror of death leaves him, and as Tolstoy suggests, death itself
disappears.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Taylor:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Death of Ivan Ilyich to read.

Lucille Grant:

This The Death of Ivan Ilyich tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The main reason of this The Death of Ivan Ilyich can be one of the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that possibly
will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Death of Ivan Ilyich forcing you to have
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Harold Houston:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day
to reading a book. The book The Death of Ivan Ilyich it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Dixie Santiago:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Death of Ivan Ilyich your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The
The Death of Ivan Ilyich giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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