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The French state has long had a troubled relationship with its diverse Muslim populations. In Only Muslim,
Naomi Davidson traces this turbulence to the 1920s and 1930s, when North Africans first immigrated to
French cities in significant numbers. Drawing on police reports, architectural blueprints, posters, propaganda
films, and documentation from metropolitan and colonia officials as well as anticolonia nationalists, she
reveals the ways in which French politicians and social scientists created adistinctly French vision of Idam
that would inform public policy and political attitudes toward Muslims for the rest of the century?ldam
francais. French Muslims were cast into a permanent "otherness' that functioned in the same way asracia
difference. This notion that one was only and forever Muslim was attributed to all immigrants from North
Africa, though in time "Muslim" came to function as a synonym for Algerian, despite the diversity of the
North and West African population.

Davidson grounds her narrative in the history of the Mosquée de Paris, which was inaugurated in 1926 and
epitomized the concept of Islam francais. Built in official gratitude to the tens of thousands of Muslim
subjects of France who fought and were killed in World War |, the site also provided the state with a means
to regulate Muslim life throughout the metropol e beginning during the interwar period. Later chaptersturnto
the consequences of the state's essentialized view of Muslimsin the Vichy years and during the Algerian
War. Davidson concludes with current debates over plansto build aMuslim cultura ingtitute in the middle
of aParisian immigrant neighborhood, showing how Islam remains today a marker of an unassimilable
difference.
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From reader reviews:
Frankie Evans;

This Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of
information you will get. This particular Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Only Muslim: Embaodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France can bring if you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves become full because you can have it inside your lovely |aptop
even phone. This Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France having good arrangement in
word as well aslayout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Donald White:

Only Musdlim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Only Muslim:
Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Greg Christenson:

Beside that Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
guestionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also
read it from right now!

Jessica Seymore;

Don't beworry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century
France can give you alot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different



make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Only Muslim: Embodying ISamin
Twentieth-Century France.
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