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At the First Baptist Church of Maeby, Arkansas, the sins of the child belonged to the parents until the child
turned thirteen. Sarah Jones was only eight years old in the summer of 1964, but with her mother Esther Mae
on eight prayer lists and flipping around town with the generally mistrusted civil rights organizers, Sarah
believed it was time to get baptized and take responsibility for her own sins. That would mean sitting on the
mourner’s bench come revival, waiting for her sign, and then testifying in front of the whole church.

But first, Sarah would need to navigate the growing tensions of small-town Arkansas in the 1960s. Both
smarter and more serious than her years (a “fifty-year-old mind in an eight-year-old body,” according to
Esther), Sarah was torn between the traditions, religion, and work ethic of her community and the
progressive civil rights and feminist politics of her mother, who had recently returned from art school in
Chicago. When organizers from the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) came to town
just as the revival was beginning, Sarah couldn’t help but be caught up in the turmoil. Most folks just wanted
to keep the peace, and Reverend Jefferson called the SNCC organizers “the evil among us.” But her mother,
along with local civil rights activist Carrie Dilworth, the SNCC organizers, Daisy Bates, attorney John
Walker, and indeed most of the country, seemed determined to push Maeby toward integration.

With characters as vibrant and evocative as their setting, Mourner’s Bench is the story of a young girl
coming to terms with religion, racism, and feminism while also navigating the terrain of early adolescence
and trying to settle into her place in her family and community.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Gagnon:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can do
that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería
until university need this kind of Mourner's Bench: A Novel to read.

Johnathan Fuller:

This book untitled Mourner's Bench: A Novel to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Frank Hudson:

This Mourner's Bench: A Novel is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information
for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Mourner's Bench: A
Novel in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Joel Newsom:

Beside that Mourner's Bench: A Novel in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Mourner's Bench: A Novel because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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