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Violence in Central America, especially when directed against Indian populations, is not a new phenomenon.
Yet few studies of the region have focused specifi cally on the relationship between Indians and the state, a
relationship that may hold the key to understanding these conflicts. In this volume, noted historians and
anthropologists pool their considerable expertise to analyze the situation in Guatemala, working from the
premise that the Indian/state relationship is the single most important determinant of Guatemala's distinctive
history and social order. In chapters by such respected scholars as Robert Cormack, Ralph Lee Woodward,
Christopher Lutz, Richard Adams, and Arturo Arias, the history of Indian activism in Guatemala unfolds.
The authors reveal that the insistence of Guatemalan Indians on maintaining their distinctive cultural
practices and traditions in the face of state attempts to eradicate them appears to have fostered the
development of an increasingly oppressive state.

This historical insight into the forces that shaped modern Guatemala provides a context for understanding the
extraordinary level of violence that enveloped the Indians of the western highlands in the 1980s, the
continued massive assault on traditional religious and secular culture, the movement from a militarized state
to a militarized civil society, and the major transformations taking place in Guatemala's traditional export-
oriented economy. In this sense, Guatemalan Indians and the State, 1540 to 1988 provides a revisionist
social history of Guatemala.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Hopkins:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Guatemalan Indians and the State: 1540 to
1988 (Llilas Symposia on Latin America) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Ellis Arnold:

This Guatemalan Indians and the State: 1540 to 1988 (Llilas Symposia on Latin America) is fresh way for
you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Guatemalan Indians and the State: 1540 to 1988 (Llilas Symposia on Latin America) can be the light food
for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Kevin Hardy:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Guatemalan Indians and the State: 1540 to 1988 (Llilas Symposia on Latin
America) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Bobbie Freeman:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Guatemalan Indians and the State:
1540 to 1988 (Llilas Symposia on Latin America) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion
for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Guatemalan Indians and the State:
1540 to 1988 (Llilas Symposia on Latin America) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and



confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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