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In the absence of noble public goals, admired leaders, and compelling issues, many warn of a dangerous
erosion of civil society, which includes families, religious organizations, and all other NGOs. Are they right?
What are the roots and implications of their insistent alarm? How can public life be enriched in a period
marked by fraying communities, widespread apathy, and unprecedented levels of contempt for politics? How
should we be thinking about civil society?           

Civil Society: The Critical History of an Idea provides a comprehensive discussion and analysis of two and a
half millennia of Western political theory, as well as how civil society might be understood in the future.
John Ehrenberg analyzes both the usefulness and the limitations of civil society and maps the political and
theoretical evolution of the concept and its employment in academic and public discourse. From Aristotle
and the Enlightenment philosophers to Black Lives Matter and the Occupy movement, Ehrenberg provides
an indispensable analysis of the possibilities of what this increasingly important idea can, and cannot, offer
to contemporary political affairs.             

In this new, second edition Ehrenberg brings the historical overview up to present day, specifically
considering how major events such as 9/11, the global financial crisis, economic inequality, and rapidly
advancing technologies alter and shape our relationship to contemporary civil society. Civic engagement,
political participation, and volunteerism in contemporary life has faded, he argues, and in order to bring civil
society—and all its virtues—back to the fore, we need to counter the suffocating  inequality that has taken
hold in recent years.  Thorough and accessible, Civil Society gives a sweeping overview of a foundational
part of political life.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Civil Society, Second Edition: The
Critical History of an Idea book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sharon Bufkin:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Civil Society, Second Edition: The Critical History of an Idea as your daily
resource information.

George Degregorio:

The book Civil Society, Second Edition: The Critical History of an Idea has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Tina McKinney:

Exactly why? Because this Civil Society, Second Edition: The Critical History of an Idea is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.
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