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They were the healers, teachers, and writers, the “wise ones” of Nahuatl-speaking cultures in Mexico,
remembered in painted codices and early colonial manuscripts of Mesoamerica as the guardians of
knowledge. Yet they very often seem bound to an unrecoverable past, as stereotypes prevent some from
linking the words “indigenous” and “intellectual” together.

Not so, according to author Kelly S. McDonough, at least not for native speakers of Nahuatl, one of the most
widely spoken and best-documented indigenous languages of the Americas. This book focuses on how
Nahuas have been deeply engaged with the written word ever since the introduction of the Roman alphabet
in the early sixteenth century. Dipping into distinct time periods of the past five hundred years, this broad
perspective allows McDonough to show the heterogeneity of Nahua knowledge and writing as Nahuas took
up the pen as agents of their own discourses and agendas.

McDonough worked collaboratively with contemporary Nahua researchers and students, reconnecting the
theorization of a population with the population itself. The Learned Ones describes the experience of reading
historic text with native speakers today, some encountering Nahua intellectuals and their writing for the very
first time. It intertwines the written word with oral traditions and embodied knowledge, aiming to retie the
strand of alphabetic writing to the dynamic trajectory of Nahua intellectual work.
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From reader reviews:

Claudia Fox:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in
Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) ended up being making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The book The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in
Indigenous Studies) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book
The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in
Indigenous Studies). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Rose Taylor:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Learned Ones:
Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The
Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous
Studies)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Rebecca Beal:

The guide with title The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New
Directions in Indigenous Studies) posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Matthew Haley:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Learned Ones: Nahua Intellectuals in
Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial



opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Learned Ones:
Nahua Intellectuals in Postconquest Mexico (First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies) can to be
your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
this time.
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