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A smart, lively history of the Internet free culture movement and its larger effects on society—and the life
and shocking suicide of Aaron Swartz, a founding developer of Reddit and Creative Commons—from Slate
correspondent Justin Peters.

Aaron Swartz was a zealous young advocate for the free exchange of information and creative content
online. He committed suicide in 2013 after being indicted by the government for illegally downloading
millions of academic articles from a nonprofit online database. From the age of fifteen, when Swartz, a
computer prodigy, worked with Lawrence Lessig to launch Creative Commons, to his years as a fighter for
copyright reform and open information, to his work leading the protests against the Stop Online Piracy Act
(SOPA), to his posthumous status as a cultural icon, Swartz’s life was inextricably connected to the free
culture movement. Now Justin Peters examines Swartz’s life in the context of 200 years of struggle over the
control of information.

In vivid, accessible prose, The Idealist situates Swartz in the context of other "data moralists" past and
present, from lexicographer Noah Webster to ebook pioneer Michael Hart to NSA whistleblower Edward
Snowden. In the process, the book explores the history of copyright statutes and the public domain; examines
archivists’ ongoing quest to build the “library of the future”; and charts the rise of open access, copyleft, and
other ideologies that have come to challenge protectionist IP policies. Peters also breaks down the
government’s case against Swartz and explains how we reached the point where federally funded academic
research came to be considered private property, and downloading that material in bulk came to be
considered a federal crime.

The Idealist is an important investigation of the fate of the digital commons in an increasingly corporatized
Internet, and an essential look at the impact of the free culture movement on our daily lives and on
generations to come.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Hager:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the Internet the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get just before. The The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the
Internet giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data
for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Calvin Lee:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
classifieds, book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for you is The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the Internet
this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that
is why this book suitable all of you.

Kathleen Dominguez:

You may get this The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the Internet by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Timothy Williams:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free
Culture on the Internet or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the



fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science book, any other book likes The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the
Internet to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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