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It was one of history's most powerful -- yet forgotten -- Christmas stories. It took place in the improbable
setting of the mud, cold rain and senseless killing of the trenches of World War I. It happened in spite of
orders to the contrary by superiors; it happened in spite of language barriers. And it still stands as the only
time in history that peace spontaneously arose from the lower ranks in a major conflict, bubbling up to the
officers and temporarily turning sworn enemies into friends.

Silent Night, by renowned military historian Stanley Weintraub, magically restores the 1914 Christmas Truce
to history. It had been lost in the tide of horror that filled the battlefields of Europe for months and years
afterward. Yet in December 1914 the Great War was still young, and the men who suddenly threw down
their arms and came together across the front lines -- to sing carols, exchange gifts and letters, eat and drink
and even play friendly games of soccer -- naively hoped that the war would be short-lived, and that they
were fraternizing with future friends.

It began when German soldiers lit candles on small Christmas trees, and British, French, Belgian and
German troops serenaded each other on Christmas Eve. Soon they were gathering and burying the dead, in
an age-old custom of truces. But as the power of Christmas grew among them, they broke bread, exchanged
addresses and letters and expressed deep admiration for one another. When angry superiors ordered them to
recommence the shooting, many men aimed harmlessly high overhead.

Sometimes the greatest beauty emerges from deep tragedy. Surely the forgotten Christmas Truce was one of
history's most beautiful moments, made all the more beautiful in light of the carnage that followed it. Stanley
Weintraub's moving re-creation demonstrates that peace can be more fragile than war, but also that ordinary
men can bond with one another despite all efforts of politicians and generals to the contrary.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Silent Night: The Story of the World War I
Christmas Truce. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important the book Silent Night: The Story of the World War I Christmas Truce. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Ashley Downs:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Silent Night: The Story of the World War I Christmas Truce your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Silent Night: The Story of the World War I
Christmas Truce giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Donna Bledsoe:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Silent Night: The Story of the
World War I Christmas Truce is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Sam Hasse:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book Silent
Night: The Story of the World War I Christmas Truce we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Silent Night: The Story of the World War I
Christmas Truce. You can more desirable than now.
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