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In Marital Cruelty in Antebellum America, Robin C. Sager probes the struggles of aggrieved spouses
shedding light on the nature of marriage and violence in the United States in the decades prior to the Civil
War. Analyzing over 1,500 divorce records that reveal intimate details of marriages in conflict in Virginia,
Texas, and Wisconsin from 1840--1860, Sager offers a rare glimpse into the private lives of ordinary
Americans shaken by accusations of cruelty.

At a time when the standard for an ideal marriage held that both partners adequately perform their respective
duties, hostility often arose from ongoing domestic struggles for power. Despite a rise in the then novel
expectation of marriage as a companionate relationship, and even in the face of liberalized divorce grounds,
marital conflicts often focused on violations of duty, not lack of love. Sager describes how, in this
environment, cruelty was understood as a failure to fulfill expectations and as a weapon to brutally enforce
more traditional interpretations of marital duty.

Sager's findings also challenge historical literature's assumptions about the regional influences on violence,
showing that married southerners were no more or less violent than their midwestern counterparts. Her work
reveals how definitions and perceptions of cruelty varied according to the gender of victim and perpetrator.
Correcting historical mischaracterizations of women's violence as trivial, rare, or defensive, Sager finds
antebellum wives both capable and willing to commit a wide variety of cruelties within their marriages. Her
research provides details about the reality of nineteenth-century conjugal unions, including the deep
unhappiness buried within them.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Sisk:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Marital Cruelty in Antebellum America (Conflicting
Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) had been making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Marital Cruelty
in Antebellum America (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Marital Cruelty in
Antebellum America (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). You never feel lose
out for everything when you read some books.

James Ellis:

The book untitled Marital Cruelty in Antebellum America (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Betty Edmond:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Marital Cruelty in Antebellum
America (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is simple bringing you can read
it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Richard Moultrie:

Beside this specific Marital Cruelty in Antebellum America (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Marital Cruelty in Antebellum
America (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from
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