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In its efforts to control the use of cocaine, heroin, marijuana, and other illegal drugs, the United States spends
about $35 billion per year in public funds. Almost half a million dealers and users are under incarceration. In
this book, David Boyum and Peter Reuter provide an assessment of how well this massive investment of tax
dollars and government authority is working.

Boyum and Reuter show that America's drug problem is mainly a legacy of the epidemics of heroin, cocaine,
and crack use during the 1970s and 1980s, which left us with aging cohorts of criminally active and
increasingly sick users. Newer drugs, such as Ecstasy and methamphetamine, perennially threaten to become
comparable problems, but so far have not.

Using a market framework, the book discusses the nature and effectiveness of efforts to tackle the nation's
drug problems. Drug policy has become increasingly punitive, with the number of drug offenders in jail and
prison growing tenfold between 1980 and 2003. Nevertheless, there is strikingly little evidence that tougher
law enforcement can materially reduce drug use. By contrast, drug treatment services remain in short supply,
even though research indicates that treatment expenditures easily pay for themselves in terms of reduced
crime and improved productivity.

Boyum and Reuter conclude that America's drug policy should be reoriented in several ways to be more
effective. Enforcement should focus on reducing drug-related problems, such as violence associated with
drug markets, rather than on locking up large numbers of low-level dealers. Treatment services for heavy
users, particularly methadone and other opiate maintenance therapies, need more money and fewer
regulations. And programs that coerce convicted drug addicts to enter treatment and maintain abstinence as a
condition of continued freedom should be expanded.

The AEI Evaluative Studies series aims to promote greater understanding and continuing review of major
activities of the federal government. Each study focuses on a gov
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Brown:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take An Analytic Assessment of U.S. Drug Policy (AEI
Evaluative Studies) as your daily resource information.

Doris Griffin:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually An Analytic Assessment of U.S. Drug Policy (AEI Evaluative Studies).

Adam Tonn:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is An Analytic Assessment of U.S. Drug Policy (AEI Evaluative Studies) this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Maureen Smiley:

Beside this particular An Analytic Assessment of U.S. Drug Policy (AEI Evaluative Studies) in your phone,
it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have An Analytic Assessment of U.S. Drug Policy (AEI Evaluative Studies) because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this



book and read it from right now!
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