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With a focus on mainline Protestants and gay rights activists in the twentieth century, Heather R. White
challenges the usual picture of perennial adversaries with a new narrative about America's religious and
sexual past. White argues that today's antigay Christian traditions originated in the 1920s when a group of
liberal Protestants began to incorporate psychiatry and psychotherapy into Christian teaching. A new
therapeutic orthodoxy, influenced by modern medicine, celebrated heterosexuality as God-given and
advocated a compassionate "cure" for homosexuality.

White traces the unanticipated consequences as the therapeutic model, gaining popularity after World War II,
spurred mainline church leaders to take a critical stance toward rampant antihomosexual discrimination. By
the 1960s, a vanguard of clergy began to advocate for homosexual rights. White highlights the continued
importance of this religious support to the consolidating gay and lesbian movement. However, the ultimate
irony of the therapeutic orthodoxy's legacy was its adoption, beginning in the 1970s, by the Christian Right,
which embraced it as an age-old tradition to which Americans should return. On a broader level, White
challenges the assumed secularization narrative in LGBT progress by recovering the forgotten history of
liberal Protestants' role on both sides of the debates over orthodoxy and sexual identity.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Lea:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay
Rights. Try to face the book Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights as your close friend.
It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Barry Phelan:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay
Rights. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Sergio Kelley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights, you can tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Samuel Freeman:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Reforming Sodom: Protestants and
the Rise of Gay Rights which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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