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A narrative tour de force that combines wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose, Kevin Starr's
acclaimed multi-volume Americans and the California Dreamis an unparalleled work of cultural history. In
this volume, Starr covers the crucial postwar period--1950 to 1963--when the California we know today first
burst into prominence.

Starr brilliantly illuminates the dominant economic, social, and cultural forcesin Californiain these pivotal
years. In apowerful blend of telling events, colorful personalities, and insightful analyses, Starr examines
such issues as the overnight creation of the postwar California suburb, the rise of Los Angeles as Super City,
the reluctant emergence of San Diego as one of the largest cities in the nation, and the decline of political
centrism. He explores the Silent Generation and the emergent Boomer youth cult, the Beats and the
Hollywood "Rat Pack," the pervasive influence of Zen Buddhism and other Asian traditionsin art and
design, the rise of the University of California and the emergence of Californiaitself as a utopia of higher
education, the cooling of West Coast jazz, freeway and water projects of heroic magnitude, outdoor life and
the beginnings of the environmental movement. More broadly, he shows how California not only became the
most populous state in the Union, but in fact evolved into a mega-state en route to becoming the global
commonweslth it is today.

Golden Dreams continues an epic series that has been widely recognized for its signal contribution to the
history of American culturein California It isabook that transcends its stated subject to offer awealth of
insight into the growth of the Sun Belt and the West and indeed the dramatic transformation of America
itself in these pivotal years following the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:
TeresaHunter:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Golden Dreams:
Cdliforniain an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream) book because book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there
isno doubt in it everbody knows.

William Perrotta:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find anew activity hereislook different you
can read a book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole
day to reading areserve. The book Golden Dreams:. Californiain an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963
(Americans and the California Dream) it is rather good to read. There are alot of people who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis
not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Stephen Galvan:

This Golden Dreams: Californiain an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream)
isgreat e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and a so have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize
word or we can say no rambling sentencesincluded. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data
init. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Golden Dreams; Californiain an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans
and the California Dream) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do
that. So, thisis certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Kenneth Garrison:

Y ou may get this Golden Dreams: Californiain an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the
California Dream) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solveissueif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking



by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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