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Indonesian court dance, a purportedly pure and untouched tradition, is famed throughout the world for its
sublime calm and stillness. Yet this unyieldingly peaceful surface conceals a time of political repression and
mass killing. Between 1965 and 1966, some one million Indonesians—including a large percentage of the
country’s musicians, artists, and dancers—were killed, arrested, or disappeared as Suharto established a
virtual dictatorship that ruled for the next thirty years.

In The Dance That Makes You Vanish, an examination of the relationship between female dancers and the
Indonesian state since 1965, Rachmi Diyah Larasati elucidates the Suharto regime’s dual-edged strategy:
persecuting and killing performers perceived as communist or left leaning while simultaneously producing
and deploying “replicas”—new bodies trained to standardize and unify the “unruly” movements and voices
of those vanished—as idealized representatives of Indonesia’s cultural elegance and composure in bowing to
autocratic rule. Analyzing this history, Larasati shows how the Suharto regime’s obsessive attempts to
control and harness Indonesian dance for its own political ends have functioned as both smoke screen and
smoke signal, inadvertently drawing attention to the site of state violence and criminality by constantly
pointing out the “perfection” of the mask that covers it.

Reflecting on her own experiences as an Indonesian national troupe dancer from a family of persecuted
female dancers and activists, Larasati brings to life a powerful, multifaceted investigation of the pervasive
use of culture as a vehicle for state repression and the global mass-marketing of national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Bonds:

The book untitled The Dance That Makes You Vanish: Cultural Reconstruction in Post-Genocide Indonesia
(Difference Incorporated) is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Dance That
Makes You Vanish: Cultural Reconstruction in Post-Genocide Indonesia (Difference Incorporated) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Arthur Ramires:

The reserve with title The Dance That Makes You Vanish: Cultural Reconstruction in Post-Genocide
Indonesia (Difference Incorporated) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on
the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Douglas Moskowitz:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book The Dance That Makes You Vanish: Cultural Reconstruction in
Post-Genocide Indonesia (Difference Incorporated) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Dolores Rawson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book and also novel and The Dance That Makes You Vanish: Cultural Reconstruction in
Post-Genocide Indonesia (Difference Incorporated) or perhaps others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Dance That Makes You Vanish: Cultural



Reconstruction in Post-Genocide Indonesia (Difference Incorporated) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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