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The Old Testament was not written in a vacuum. It was written by and to a specific people who lived within
specific social, historical, political, and literary contexts not only of their own culture but also of the
surrounding peoples. Clearly, an understanding of ancient Israel and the ancient Near East is essential for
proper interpretation of the Bible.

Unfortunately, as readers seek this kind of understanding, they are confronted with a variety of competing
opinions and methods regarding the culture, history, sociology, and geography of the biblical story. Does
archaeology "prove" the Bible? Is the Bible history, and if so, what kind? How should the Old Testament be
approached as literature? These and other questions are addressed in Studying the Ancient Israelites, which
provides a guide to the tools, methods, and goals of the study of ancient Israel. The book also examines the
insights that can be gained from geography, archaeology, literary study, sociology, and historiography as
well as the limitations of each of these disciplines. Here is an excellent text for Old Testament study.

"Not only does Matthews write with the authority of a scholar with years of experience in the cultures of
Israel and the ancient Near East, he also writes to bring the material to the educated layperson. This is an
excellent background work, thus I would encourage all to read it as a prelude to any study of Israel. Studying
the Ancient Israelites is full of practical, sensible help in understanding ancient Israel. The work contains
specific examples concerning the various disciplines that have been used to study ancient Israel:
archaeology, sociology, historical geography, historiography, and literary approaches."
--Mark W. Chavalas, professor of history, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

"Matthews is a sure-footed guide for students looking for help in sorting out the claims and counterclaims of
scholars. This concise volume clearly introduces readers to the various issues surrounding the study of the
ancient Israelites, offering insightful comments on the methods used in the investigation and why they are
important."--J. Andrew Dearman, professor of Old Testament, Fuller Theological Seminary
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From reader reviews:

Linda Griffin:

Here thing why that Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and
Methods giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no book that similar with Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods in e-book can be your alternative.

Marylou Standley:

This Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods are usually reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide
to Sources and Methods can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods forcing you
to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Leroy Moore:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Studying the Ancient
Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you could pick Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and
Methods become your current starter.

Larry Pulido:

This Studying the Ancient Israelites: A Guide to Sources and Methods is fresh way for you who has attention
to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Studying the Ancient Israelites:
A Guide to Sources and Methods can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific



book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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