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From William Dalrymple—award-winning historian, journalist and travel writer—a masterly retelling of
what was perhaps the West’s greatest imperial disaster in the East, and an important parable of neocolonial
ambition, folly and hubris that has striking relevance to our own time.

With access to newly discovered primary sources from archives in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia and
India—including a series of previously untranslated Afghan epic poems and biographies—the author gives
us the most immediate and comprehensive account yet of the spectacular first battle for Afghanistan: the
British invasion of the remote kingdom in 1839. Led by lancers in scarlet cloaks and plumed helmets, and
facing little resistance, nearly 20,000 British and East India Company troops poured through the mountain
passes from India into Afghanistan in order to reestablish Shah Shuja ul-Mulk on the throne, and as their
puppet. But after little more than two years, the Afghans rose in answer to the call for jihad and the country
exploded into rebellion. This First Anglo-Afghan War ended with an entire army of what was then the most
powerful military nation in the world ambushed and destroyed in snowbound mountain passes by simply
equipped Afghan tribesmen. Only one British man made it through.

But Dalrymple takes us beyond the bare outline of this infamous battle, and with penetrating, balanced
insight illuminates the uncanny similarities between the West’s first disastrous entanglement with
Afghanistan and the situation today. He delineates the straightforward facts: Shah Shuja and President
Hamid Karzai share the same tribal heritage; the Shah’s principal opponents were the Ghilzai tribe, who
today make up the bulk of the Taliban’s foot soldiers; the same cities garrisoned by the British are today
garrisoned by foreign troops, attacked from the same rings of hills and high passes from which the British
faced attack. Dalryrmple also makes clear the byzantine complexity of Afghanistan’s age-old tribal rivalries,
the stranglehold they have on the politics of the nation and the ways in which they ensnared both the British
in the nineteenth century and NATO forces in the twenty-first.

Informed by the author’s decades-long firsthand knowledge of Afghanistan, and superbly shaped by his
hallmark gifts as a narrative historian and his singular eye for the evocation of place and culture, The Return
of a King is both the definitive analysis of the First Anglo-Afghan War and a work of stunning topicality.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Tiernan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Return of a
King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Jose Pina:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 can
be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michele Sexton:

The book untitled Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you
in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Fred Simpson:

Beside that Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with
read it from today!
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