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The final publication of results of the excavations at Pontnewydd Cave in north-east Wales has been eagerly
awaited. The site was investigated as part of the Palaeolithic Settlement of Wales Research Programme,
which has been responsible for transforming understanding of the nature of human settlement on the very
margins of Eurasia by early Neanderthals. The caves of the Elwy valley in north-east Wales contain evidence
of the earliest human occupation of Wales. This monograph documents the results of 20 years of field
research. It describes the traces of occupation left around 225,000 years ago by people who were ancestors of
the Neanderthals. These include stone tools, animal bones and the remains of the people themselves. The key
cave site, Pontnewydd, is full of international significance, producing artefacts and fauna associated with
early Neanderthal skeletal material, related to repeated occupations of the cave around a quarter of a million
years ago. Key issues relating to gender and diet will be explored.

Within the faunal assemblage at Pontnewydd, as also within the potentially contemporary assemblage from
the nearby cave of Cefn, it is possible to see interglacial elements which may date to MIS 7 or, even, to the
preceding interglacial cycle (MIS 9), fully 50 to 100,000 years earlier. The pointers here are the rhinoceros
Stephanorhinus kirchbergensis , a large horse Equus ferus , and the leopard, Panthera pardus . None of these
can be later than MIS 7 and may even be of MIS 9 age. Moreover, the species of bear represented at both
Pontnewydd and Cefn is the cave bear ( Ursus spelaeus ) and these seem to be replaced by brown bears (
Ursus arctos ) during MIS 11 or 9. This inference of an early date for elements of the Pontnewydd and Cefn
faunas is borne out by the presence of macaque at Cefn, a species not known in Britain after MIS 9.

This multi-authored monograph will place the Elwy valley caves within a geological and archaeological
context; allow a detailed publication of research on the artefacts, fauna and hominid remains; and provide a
synthesis of how this work feeds back into understandings of the Palaeolithic settlement on the edge of the
then known world.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Neanderthals in
Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Kathleen Bonds:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will be
Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves.

Thelma Davis:

Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Andrea Lampkin:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Neanderthals in Wales: Pontnewydd and the Elwy Valley Caves. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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