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On the feast of St. Michael, September 1659, a thirteen-year-old peasant girl left her family’s rural home to
work as a maid in the nearby city of Braunschweig. Just two years later, Grethe Schmidt found herself
imprisoned and accused of murdering her bastard child, even though the fact of her pregnancy was
inconclusive and no infant’s body was found to justify the severe measures used against her. The tale
spiraled outward to set a defense lawyer and legal theorist against powerful city magistrates and then upward
to a legal contest between that city and its overlord, the Duchy of Brunswick, with the city’s independence
and ancient liberties hanging in the balance.

Death and a Maiden tells a fascinating story that begins in the bedchamber of a house in Brunswick and ends
at the court of Duke Augustus in the city of Wolfenbüttel, with political intrigue along the way. After
thousands of pages of testimony and rancorous legal exchange, it is still not clear that any murder happened.

Myers infuses the story of Grethe’s arrest, torture, trial, and sentence for “suspected infanticide,” with a
detailed account of the workings of the criminal system in continental Europe, including the nature of
interrogations, the process of torture, and the creation of a “criminal” identity over time. He presents an in-
depth examination of a criminal system in which torture was both legal and an important part of criminal
investigations. This story serves as a captivating slice of European history as well as a highly informative
look at the condition of poor women and the legal system in mid-17th century Germany. General readers and
scholars alike will be riveted by Grethe’s ordeal.
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From reader reviews:

Beatrice Rogers:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Death and a Maiden: Infanticide and the Tragical History of Grethe Schmidt, you are able to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a book.

Lloyd Lake:

The e-book untitled Death and a Maiden: Infanticide and the Tragical History of Grethe Schmidt is the
reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Death and a Maiden: Infanticide and the Tragical
History of Grethe Schmidt from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Janna Lefevre:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book Death and a Maiden: Infanticide and the Tragical
History of Grethe Schmidt it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Joseph Chitwood:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The



Death and a Maiden: Infanticide and the Tragical History of Grethe Schmidt offer you a new experience in
examining a book.
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