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The stories in The Conjure Woman were Charles W. Chesnutt's first great literary success, and since their
initial publication in 1899 they have come to be seen as some of the most remarkable works of African
American literature from the Emancipation through the Harlem Renaissance. Lesser known, though, is that
the The Conjure Woman, as first published by Houghton Mifflin, was not wholly Chesnutt's creation but a
work shaped and selected by his editors. This edition reassembles for the first time all of Chesnutt's work in
the conjure tale genre, the entire imaginative feat of which the published Conjure Woman forms a part. It
allows the reader to see how the original volume was created, how an African American author negotiated
with the tastes of the dominant literary culture of the late nineteenth century, and how that culture both
promoted and delimited his work.
In the tradition of Uncle Remus, the conjure tale listens in on a poor black southerner, speaking strong
dialect, as he recounts a local incident to a transplanted northerner for the northerner's enlightenment and
edification. But in Chesnutt's hands the tradition is transformed. No longer a reactionary flight of nostalgia
for the antebellum South, the stories in this book celebrate and at the same time question the folk culture they
so pungently portray, and ultimately convey the pleasures and anxieties of a world in transition. Written in
the late nineteenth century, a time of enormous growth and change for a country only recently reunited in
peace, these stories act as the uneasy meeting ground for the culture of northern capitalism, professionalism,
and Christianity and the underdeveloped southern economy, a kind of colonial Third World whose power is
manifest in life charms, magic spells, and ha'nts, all embodied by the ruling figure of the conjure woman.
Humorous, heart-breaking, lyrical, and wise, these stories make clear why the fiction of Charles W. Chesnutt
has continued to captivate audiences for a century.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The Conjure
Woman and Other Conjure Tales content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Kevin House:

Beside that The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!

Rebecca West:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales can give you a
lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales.

William Sam:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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