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With an update by the author for the 2012 election.
 
A veteran newsman who has presided over eleven presidential and vice-presidential debates, Jim Lehrer
gives readers a ringside seat for some of the epic political battles of our time, shedding light on all of the
critical turning points and rhetorical faux pas that helped determine the outcome of America’s presidential
elections. Drawing on his own experiences as “the man in the middle seat,” in-depth interviews with the
candidates and his fellow moderators, and transcripts of key exchanges, Lehrer illuminates what he calls the
“Major Moments” and “killer questions” that defined the debates, from Kennedy-Nixon to Obama-McCain.
In this paperback edition, he also offers his expert analysis of the 2012 Republican primary debates.
 
Asked to sum up his experience as a participant in high-level televised debates, President George H. W.
Bush memorably likened them to an evening in “tension city.” In Jim Lehrer’s absorbing account, we find
out that truer words were never spoken.
 
“A brisk and engaging memoir.”—The Washington Post
 
“Enthralling . . . remarkable . . . a wonderful political memoir.”—Bookreporter
 
“A really good read . . . [There is] no debating quality of Jim Lehrer’s book.”—Associated Press
 
“Jim Lehrer is a national monument, and this riveting book shows how he became America’s
moderator.”—Michael Beschloss, author of Presidential Courage
 
“A political junkie’s backstage pass.”—The Capital Times
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Dewitt:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Tension City:
Inside the Presidential Debates book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Barbara Roundtree:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates.

Sam Dickson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to your
account is Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates this e-book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Thomas Moss:

Beside this particular Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates in your phone, it may give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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