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This book traces the history of the Chinese concept of "Warm diseases" (wenbing) from antiquity to the
SARS epidemic. Following wenbing from its birth to maturity and even life in modern times Marta Hanson
approaches the history of Chinese medicine from a new angle. She explores the possibility of replacing older
narratives that stress progress and linear development with accounts that pay attention to geographic,
intellectual, and cultural diversity. By doing so her book integrates the history of Chinese medicine into
broader historical studies in a way that has not so far been attempted, and addresses the concerns of a
readership much wider than that of Chinese medicine specialists.

The persistence of wenbing and other Chinese disease concepts in the present can be interpreted as resistance
to the narrowing of meaning in modern biomedical nosology. Attention to conceptions of disease and space
reveal a previously unexamined discourse the author calls the Chinese geographic imagination. Tracing the
changing meanings of "Warm diseases" over two thousand years allows for the exploration of pre-modern
understandings of the nature of epidemics, their intersection with this geographic imagination, and how
conceptions of geography shaped the sociology of medical practice and knowledge in late imperial China.

Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine opens a new window on interpretive themes in Chinese cultural
history as well as on contemporary studies of the history of science and medicine beyond East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Fern Rodriquez:

This Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial
China (Needham Research Institute Series) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Speaking of
Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham
Research Institute Series) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the
Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) can bring whenever
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic
Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) having fine arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Marcus Casale:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Speaking of Epidemics in
Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research
Institute Series) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Julian Eaton:

This book untitled Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the Geographic Imagination in
Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Debra Shortt:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/



holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Speaking of Epidemics in Chinese Medicine: Disease and the
Geographic Imagination in Late Imperial China (Needham Research Institute Series) can be fine book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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