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Leo Beranek, an Iowa farm boy who became a Renaissance man--scientist, inventor, entrepreneur, musician,
television executive, philanthropist, and author--has lived life in constant motion. His seventy-year career,
through the most tumultuous and transformative years of the last century, has always been propelled by the
sheer exhilaration of trying something new. In Riding The Waves, Leo Beranek tells his story. Beranek's life
changed direction on a summer day in 1935 when he stopped to help a motorist with a flat tire. The driver
just happened to be a former Harvard professor of engineering, who guided the young Beranek toward a full
scholarship at Harvard's graduate school of engineering. Beranek went on to be one of the world's leading
experts on acoustics. He became Director of Harvard's Electro-Acoustic Laboratory, where he invented the
Hush-A-Phone--a telephone accessory that began the chain of regulatory challenges and lawsuits that led
ultimately to the breakup of the Bell Telephone monopoly in the 1980s. Beranek moved to MIT to be a
professor and Technical Director of its Acoustics Laboratory, then left academia to found the acoustical
consulting firm Bolt, Beranek and Newman. Known for his work in noise control and concert acoustics,
Beranek devised the world's largest muffler to quiet jet noise and served as acoustical consultant for concert
halls around the world (including the Tanglewood Music Shed, the storied summer home of the Boston
Symphony Orchestra). As president of BBN, he assembled the software group that invented both the
ARPANET, the forerunner of the Internet, and e-mail. In the 1970s, Beranek risked his life savings to secure
the license to operate a television station; he turned Channel 5 in Boston into one of the country's best, then
sold it to Metromedia in 1982 for the highest price ever paid up to that time for a broadcast station. "One
central lesson I've learned is the value of risk-taking and of moving on when risks turn into busts or odds
look better elsewhere," Beranek writes. Riding The Waves is a testament to the boldness, diligence, and
intelligence behind Beranek's lifetime of extraordinary achievement. Leo Beranek is a pioneer in acoustical
research, known for his work in noise control and the acoustics of concert halls, and the author of twelve
books on these topics. The many awards he has received include the Presidential National Medal of Science,
presented in 2003.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Qualls:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Riding the Waves: A Life in Sound, Science, and Industry (MIT Press) book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer associated with Riding the Waves: A Life in Sound, Science, and Industry (MIT Press) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Riding the Waves: A Life in
Sound, Science, and Industry (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Dorothy Cropper:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Riding the Waves: A Life in
Sound, Science, and Industry (MIT Press) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Jacob Florence:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Riding the Waves: A Life in Sound, Science,
and Industry (MIT Press) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Riding the Waves: A Life in Sound, Science, and Industry (MIT Press) has many kinds or type. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Tiffany Reyes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Riding the Waves: A Life in
Sound, Science, and Industry (MIT Press).
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