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This epic, thrilling journey through Bible scholarship and ancient religion shows how much of
Scripture is historically false--yet the ancient writings also resound with theologies that crisscrossed
the primeval world and that direct us today toward a deep, inner, authentic experience of the truly
sacred.

From a historical perspective, the Bible is shockingly, provably wrong--a point supported by today's best
archaeological and historical scholarship but not well understood by (or communicated to) the public. Yet
this emphatically does not mean that the Bible isn't, in some very real measure, true, argues scholar of
mysticism Richard Smoley.

Smoley reviews the most authoritative historical evidence to demonstrate that figures such as Moses,
Abraham, and Jesus are not only unlikely to have existed, but bear strong composite resemblances to other
Near Eastern religious icons. Likewise, the geopolitical and military events of Scripture fail to mesh with the
largely settled historical time line and social structures. Smoley meticulously shows how our concepts of the
Hebrew and Christian God, including Christ himself, are an assemblage of ideas that were altered, argued
over, and edited--until their canonization. This process, to a large degree, gave Western civilization its
consensus view of God.

But these conclusions are not cause for nihilism or disbelief. Rather, beneath the metaphorical figures and
mythical historicism of Scripture appears an extraordinary, truly transcendent theology born from the most
sacred and fully realized spiritual and human insights of the antique Eastern world. Far from being "untrue,"
the Bible is remarkably, extraordinarily true as it connects us to the sublime insights of our ancient ancestors
and points to a unifying ethic behind many of the world's faiths.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be How God Became God: What Scholars Are Really Saying
About God and the Bible why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Erna Taylor:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. How God Became God: What Scholars Are Really Saying About God and the Bible can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Fred Polak:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How God Became God: What Scholars
Are Really Saying About God and the Bible can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Diane Sanchez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims How God
Became God: What Scholars Are Really Saying About God and the Bible.
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