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The British Expeditionary Force at the start of World War | was tiny by the standards of the other belligerent
powers. Y et, when deployed to France in 1914, it prevailed against the German army because of its
professionalism and tactical skill, strengths devel oped through hard lessons |earned a dozen years earlier. In
October 1899, the British went to war against the South African Boer republics of Transvaal and Orange
Free State, expecting little resistance. A string of early defeats in the Boer War shook the military’s
confidence. Historian Spencer Jones focuses on this bitter combat experience in From Boer War to World
War, showing how it crucially shaped the British Army’s tactical development in the years that followed.

Before the British Army faced the Boer republics, an aura of complacency had settled over the military. The
Victorian era had been marked by years of easy defeats of crudely armed foes. The Boer War, however,
brought the British face to face with what would become modern warfare. The sweeping, open terrain and
advent of smokeless powder meant soldiers were picked off before they knew where shots had been fired
from. The infantry’ s standard close-order formations spelled disaster against the well-armed, entrenched
Boers. Although the British Army ultimately adapted its strategy and overcame the Boersin 1902, the
duration and cost of the war led to public outcry and introspection within the military.

Jones draws on previously underutilized sources as he explores the key tactical lessons derived from the war,
such as maximizing firepower and using natural cover, and he shows how these new ideas were incorporated
in training and used to effect a thorough overhaul of the British Army. The first book to address specific
connections between the Boer War and the opening months of World War |, Jones' s fresh interpretation adds
to the historiography of both wars by emphasizing the continuity between them.
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From reader reviews:
John Stanley:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has adifferent type. Asit is known to usthat book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book From Boer War to World War: Tactical
Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can fedl considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Peggy Elmore:

The reason? Because this From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So, it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of
gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So,
still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Anthony Vice:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or aslooking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading
isvery important along with book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this From Boer War to
World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series).

David Baker:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update
of news. In thismodern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902-
1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) when you essential it?
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