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Named one of the best books of 2014 by NPR, The New Yorker, and The Boston Globe

When Glenn Kurtz stumbles upon an old family film in his parents' closet in Florida, he has no inkling of its
historical significance or of the impact it will have on his life. The film, shot long ago by his grandfather on a
sightseeing trip to Europe, includes shaky footage of Paris and the Swiss Alps, with someone inevitably
waving at the camera. Astonishingly, David Kurtz also captured on color 16mm film the only known moving
images of the thriving, predominantly Jewish town of Nasielsk, Poland, shortly before the community's
destruction. "Blissfully unaware of the catastrophe that lay just ahead," he just happened to visit his
birthplace in 1938, a year before the Nazi occupation. Of the town's three thousand Jewish inhabitants, fewer
than one hundred would survive.
Glenn Kurtz quickly recognizes the brief footage as a crucial link in a lost history. "The longer I spent with
my grandfather's film," he writes, "the richer and more fragmentary its images became." Every image, every
face, was a mystery that might be solved. Soon he is swept up in a remarkable journey to learn everything he
can about these people. After restoring the film, which had shrunk and propelled across the United States; to
Canada, England, Poland, and Israel; and into archives, basements, cemeteries, and even an irrigation ditch at
an abandoned Luftwaffe airfield as he looks for shards of Nasielsk's Jewish history.
One day, Kurtz hears from a young woman who had watched the video on the Holocaust Museum's website.
As the camera panned across the faces of children, she recognized her grandfather as a thirteen-year-old boy.
Moszek Tuchendler of Nasielsk was now eighty-six-year-old Maurice Chandler of Florida, and when Kurtz
meets him, the lost history of Nasielsk comes into view. Chandler's laser-sharp recollections create a bridge
between two worlds, and he helps Kurtz eventually locate six more survivors, including a ninety-six-year-old
woman who also appears in the film, standing next to the man she would later marry.
Painstakingly assembled from interviews, photographs, documents, and artifacts, Three Minutes in Poland
tells the rich, harrowing, and surprisingly intertwined stories of these seven survivors and their Polish
hometown. "I began to catch fleeting glimpses of the living town," Kurtz writes, "a cruelly narrow sample of
its relationships, contradictions, scandals." Originally a travel souvenir, David Kurtz's home movie became
the most important record of a vibrant town on the brink of extinction. From this brief film, Glenn Kurtz
creates a poignant yet unsentimental exploration of memory, loss, and improbable survival--a monument to a
lost world.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Roberts:

This Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a
1938 Family Film without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938
Family Film can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Three Minutes in Poland:
Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Michael Torres:

The ability that you get from Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film is a
more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World
in a 1938 Family Film giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Three
Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film instantly.

Barbara Morton:

This Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film is brand-new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

James Hudson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year



ended up being exactly added. This e-book Three Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938
Family Film was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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