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“A fascinating history of a public health crisis. Compellingly written and insightful, Keep Out of Reach of
Children traces the discovery of Reye’s syndrome, research into its causes, industry’s efforts to avoid
warning labels on one suspected cause, aspirin, and the feared disease’s sudden disappearance. Largent’s
empathy is with the myriad children and parents harmed by the disease, while he challenges the triumphalist
view that labeling solved the crisis.” —ERIK M. CONWAY, coauthor of Merchants of Doubt

“Largent’s engaging and honest account explores how medical mysteries are shaped by prevailing narratives
about venal drug companies, heroic investigators, and Johnny-come-lately politicians.” —HELEN
EPSTEIN, author of The Invisible Cure

“Fascinating. . . . Thought-provoking.” —Booklist

“Well-researched. . . . A revealing work.” —Kirkus Reviews

Reye’s syndrome, identified in 1963, was a debilitating, rare condition that typically afflicted healthy
children just emerging from the flu or other minor illnesses. It began with vomiting, followed by confusion,
coma, and in 50 percent of all cases, death. Survivors were often left with permanent liver or brain damage.
Desperate, terrorized parents and doctors pursued dramatic, often ineffectual treatments. For over fifteen
years, many inconclusive theories were posited as to its causes. The Centers for Disease Control dispatched
its Epidemic Intelligence Service to investigate, culminating in a study that suggested a link to aspirin.
Congress held hearings at which parents, researchers, and pharmaceutical executives testified. The result was
a warning to parents and doctors to avoid pediatric use of aspirin, leading to the widespread substitution of
alternative fever and pain reducers. But before a true cause was definitively established, Reye’s syndrome
simply vanished.

A harrowing medical mystery, Keep Out of Reach of Children is the first and only book to chart the history
of Reye’s syndrome and reveal the confluence of scientific and social forces that determined the public
health policy response, for better or for ill.

Mark A. Largent, a survivor of Reye’s syndrome, is the author of Vaccine: The Debate in Modern America
and Breeding Contempt: The History of Coerced Sterilization in the United States. He is a historian of
science, Associate Professor in James Madison College at Michigan State University, and Associate Dean in
Lyman Briggs College at Michigan State University. He lives in Lansing, Michigan.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Porter:

This Keep Out of Reach of Children: Reye's Syndrome, Aspirin, and the Politics of Public Health (Bellevue
Literary Press Pathographies) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Keep Out of Reach of Children: Reye's Syndrome, Aspirin, and the Politics of
Public Health (Bellevue Literary Press Pathographies) can be on the list of great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Keep Out of Reach of Children:
Reye's Syndrome, Aspirin, and the Politics of Public Health (Bellevue Literary Press Pathographies) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jerry Goble:

Often the book Keep Out of Reach of Children: Reye's Syndrome, Aspirin, and the Politics of Public Health
(Bellevue Literary Press Pathographies) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Michael Due:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Keep Out of Reach of Children:
Reye's Syndrome, Aspirin, and the Politics of Public Health (Bellevue Literary Press Pathographies) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Harold Thompson:

You will get this Keep Out of Reach of Children: Reye's Syndrome, Aspirin, and the Politics of Public
Health (Bellevue Literary Press Pathographies) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing
it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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