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Early Andean historiography reveals a subaltern history of indigenous gender and sexuality that saw
masculinity and femininity not as essential absolutes. Third-gender ritualists, Ipas, mediated between the
masculine and feminine spheres of culture in important ceremonies and were recorded in fragments of myths
and transcribed oral accounts. Ritual performance by cross-dressed men symbolically created a third space of
mediation that invoked the mythic androgyne of the pre-Hispanic Andes. The missionaries and civil
authorities colonizing the Andes deemed these performances transgressive and sodomitical.

In this book, Michael J. Horswell examines alternative gender and sexuality in the colonial Andean world,
and uses the concept of the third gender to reconsider some fundamental paradigms of Andean culture. By
deconstructing what literary tropes of sexuality reveal about Andean pre-Hispanic and colonial indigenous
culture, he provides an alternative history and interpretation of the much-maligned aboriginal subjects the
Spanish often referred to as "sodomites." Horswell traces the origin of the dominant tropes of masculinist
sexuality from canonical medieval texts to early modern Spanish secular and moralist literature produced in
the context of material persecution of effeminates and sodomites in Spain. These values traveled to the
Andes and were used as powerful rhetorical weapons in the struggle to justify the conquest of the Incas.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Reid:

This Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer Tropes of Sexuality in Colonial Andean Culture book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book
is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer
Tropes of Sexuality in Colonial Andean Culture without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer
Tropes of Sexuality in Colonial Andean Culture can bring when you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer Tropes of Sexuality in Colonial Andean Culture having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jeffrey Peak:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer Tropes of Sexuality in Colonial Andean
Culture why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Beside this kind of Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer Tropes of Sexuality in Colonial Andean Culture in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer Tropes of
Sexuality in Colonial Andean Culture because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Clyde Okane:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Decolonizing the Sodomite: Queer Tropes
of Sexuality in Colonial Andean Culture can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what



these publications have than the others?
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