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Can social order be maintained in a stateless society? Is anarchy viable? The contention of this book is that
stateless social order is possible only if relations between people are those characteristic of community.
Rejecting the libertarian argument that the goods and services which make up 'social order' can be provided
by private firms competing in the marketplace, and the liberal argument that because social order is a public
good its maintenance requires the state, Michael Taylor goes on to examine the methods actually used to
maintain order in anarchic and quasi-anarchic societies and shows how these methods can be effective only
in a small and stable community. Community in turn requires a rough economic equality. But according to a
traditional argument (recently revitalised by Robert Nozick), no equality would survive for long without state
interference - so that communitarian anarchy must break down. Here this argument is shown to be fallacious:
the development of gross inequality can be prevented in an anarchic community. At the same time, the small
community is not portrayed as continuously harmonious, free from constraint and coercion - the contention
is rather that community is necessary if we are to live without the state or substantially reduce its role. But
community is defended against the charge of being incompatible with individual liberty. That claim is shown
to be no more accurate than the opposite and equally simple assumption, that liberty is possible only in
community. For evidence and illustration, the book draws on the experience of stateless primitive societies,
peasant communities and utopian and other 'intentional' communities. It sets a new standard of clarity and
rigour for theoretical studies in anarchism and will interest a wide range of readers, including political
theorists, political anthropologists and sociologists, and anyone concerned with the justification of the state.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald McDade:

With other case, little people like to read book Community, Anarchy and Liberty. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Community, Anarchy
and Liberty. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Denice Cooke:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Community, Anarchy
and Liberty book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

David Moore:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Community,
Anarchy and Liberty provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Mark York:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Community, Anarchy
and Liberty.
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