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Despite the participation of African American women in all aspects of home-front activity during World War
II, advertisements, recruitment posters, and newsreels portrayed largely white women as army nurses,
defense plant workers, concerned mothers, and steadfast wives. This sea of white faces left for posterity
images such as Rosie the Riveter, obscuring the contributions that African American women made to the war
effort. In Bitter Fruit, Maureen Honey corrects this distorted picture of women's roles in World War II by
collecting photos, essays, fiction, and poetry by and about black women from the four leading African
American periodicals of the war period: Negro Digest, The Crisis, Opportunity and Negro Story.Most
appearing for the first time since their original publication, the materials in Bitter Fruit feature black women
operating technical machinery, working in army uniforms, entertaining audiences, and pursuing an
education. The articles praise the women's accomplishments as pioneers working toward racial equality; the
fiction and poetry depict female characters in roles other than domestic servants and give voice to the
bitterness arising from discrimination that many women felt.This anthology contains works from more than
one hundred writers, the majority of them African American. Of particular note are poems and short stories
anthologized for the first time, including Ann Perry's first story, Octavia Wynbush's last work of fiction, and
three poems by Harlem Renaissance writer Georgia Douglas Johnson. Uniting these various writers was their
desire to write in the midst of a worldwide military conflict with dramatic potential for ending segregation
and opening doors forwomen at home.Traditional anthologies of African American literature jump from the
Harlem Renaissance to the 1960s with little or no reference to the decades in between. Bitter Fruit not only
illuminates the literature of these decades but also presents an image of black women as community activists
that undercuts gender stereotypes of the era. As Honey concludes in her introduction, "African American
women found an empowered voice during the war, one that anticipates the fruit of their wartime effort to
break silence, to challenge limits, and to change forever the terms of their lives."
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Emery:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War II, you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a book.

Michael Johnson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is actually Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War II.

Leesa Banta:

This Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War II is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War II in your hand like having the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
in ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Whitney Ortez:

Beside this specific Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War II in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have Bitter Fruit: African American Women in World War II because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement



here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and also read it from at this point!
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