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Before Federer versus Nadal, before Borg versus McEnroe, the greatest tennis match ever played pitted the
dominant Don Budge against the seductively handsome Baron Gottfried von Cramm. This deciding 1937
Davis Cup match, played on the hallowed grounds of Wimbledon, was a battle of titans: the world's number
one tennis player against the number two; America against Germany; democracy against fascism. For five
superhuman sets, the duo’s brilliant shotmaking kept the Centre Court crowd–and the world–spellbound.

But the match’s significance extended well beyond the immaculate grass courts of Wimbledon. Against the
backdrop of the Great Depression and the brink of World War II, one man played for the pride of his country
while the other played for his life. Budge, the humble hard-working American who would soon become the
first man to win all four Grand Slam titles in the same year, vied to keep the Davis Cup out of the hands of
the Nazi regime. On the other side of the net, the immensely popular and elegant von Cramm fought Budge
point for point knowing that a loss might precipitate his descent into the living hell being constructed behind
barbed wire back home.

Born into an aristocratic family, von Cramm was admired for his devastating good looks as well as his
unparalleled sportsmanship. But he harbored a dark secret, one that put him under increasing Gestapo
surveillance. And his situation was made even more perilous by his refusal to join the Nazi Party or defend
Hitler. Desperately relying on his athletic achievements and the global spotlight to keep him out of the
Gestapo’s clutches, his strategy was to keep traveling and keep winning. A Davis Cup victory would make
him the toast of Germany. A loss might be catastrophic.

Watching the mesmerizingly intense match from the stands was von Cramm’s mentor and all-time tennis
superstar Bill Tilden–a consummate showman whose double life would run in ironic counterpoint to that of
his German pupil.

Set at a time when sports and politics were inextricably linked, A Terrible Splendor gives readers a courtside
seat on that fateful day, moving gracefully between the tennis match for the ages and the dramatic events
leading Germany, Britain, and America into global war. A book like no other in its weaving of social
significance and athletic spectacle, this soul-stirring account is ultimately a tribute to the strength of the
human spirit.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Broach:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book A Terrible Splendor: Three Extraordinary Men, a
World Poised for War, and the Greatest Tennis Match Ever Played ended up being making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-
book A Terrible Splendor: Three Extraordinary Men, a World Poised for War, and the Greatest Tennis
Match Ever Played is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship using the book A Terrible Splendor: Three Extraordinary Men, a World Poised for War, and the
Greatest Tennis Match Ever Played. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

William Bixby:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this A Terrible Splendor: Three
Extraordinary Men, a World Poised for War, and the Greatest Tennis Match Ever Played book as starter and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Joseph Haner:

This A Terrible Splendor: Three Extraordinary Men, a World Poised for War, and the Greatest Tennis Match
Ever Played are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this
A Terrible Splendor: Three Extraordinary Men, a World Poised for War, and the Greatest Tennis Match Ever
Played can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
types. Beside that this A Terrible Splendor: Three Extraordinary Men, a World Poised for War, and the
Greatest Tennis Match Ever Played forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Walter Pyle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is



very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra A Terrible Splendor: Three Extraordinary
Men, a World Poised for War, and the Greatest Tennis Match Ever Played.
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