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New Edition as part City of Vancouver’s Legacy Book Project, with foreword by historian Daniel Francis

Who Killed Janet Smith? examines one of the most infamous and still unsolved murder cases in Canadian
history: the 1924 murder of twenty-two-year-old Scottish nursemaid Janet Smith. Originally published in
1984, and out of print for over a decade, this tale of intrigue, racism, privilege, and corruption in high places
is a true-crime recreation that reads like a complex thriller.

We are pleased to be reissuing this title as part of the City of Vancouver’s Legacy Book Project. This new
edition features a Foreword by historian Daniel Francis.

Praise for Who Killed Janet Smith?

“… drug traffic, Roaring Twenties hedonism, official corruption, cutthroat competition among newspapers, a
public taste for occultism, etc.—and entrust the whole works to a good storyteller, and you have one terrific
political history of Vancouver.” (Geist Magazine)

“Starkins has written an engaging and well-crafted popular social history of Vancouver in the ostensibly
hopeful, materially buoyant ‘flapper era’ between the end of the slaughter of the Great War and the onset of
the Depression. He reveals the serious fault-lines and profound anxieties of a community emerging in this
decade from both its recent frontier past and a costly war into becoming a settled North American city. …
this is a very worthwhile and informative case study, one that is likely to keep the conundrum in the title
alive and encourage further research on the topic. … And who did kill Janet Smith and why? Despite the
author’s attempt to follow up as many leads as he could find, the answer remains elusive. Despite the
presence of a smoking gun, whose hand pressed the trigger is still a mystery, although in an updated
afterword Starkins warms to one explanation. As with all mysteries, that should remain for now a mystery.”
(BC Studies)

“Mr. Starkins excavates each layer of the story like an archaeologist with a trowel and camel-hair brush. He
misses nothing. The result is one of those unputdownable reads that stays in your memory.” (Howard Engel)
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From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

The book Who Killed Janet Smith? give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Who Killed Janet Smith? for being
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Who Killed Janet Smith?.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Celia Redmond:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Who Killed Janet Smith? book
because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Charles Branch:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Who Killed Janet Smith? can give you a
lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Who Killed Janet Smith?.

Catherine Lyons:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Who Killed Janet Smith? or even others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Who
Killed Janet Smith? to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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