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Appalachia's distinctive brand of Christianity has always been something of a puzzle to mainline American
congregations. Often treated as pagan and unchurched, native Appalachian sects are labeled as
ultraconservative, primitive, and fatalistic, and the actions of minority sub-groups such as "snake handlers"
are associated with all worshippers in the region. Yet these churches that many regard as being outside the
mainstream are living examples of America's own religious heritage.

The emotional and experience-based religion that still thrives in Appalachia is very much at the heart of
American worship. The lack of a recognizable "father figure" like Martin Luther, John Calvin, and John
Knox compounds the mystery of Appalachia's religious origins. Ordained minister John Sparks determined
that such a person must have existed, and his search turned up a man less literate, urbane, and well-known
than Luther, Calvin, and Knox?but no less charismatic and influential.

Shubal Stearns, a New England Baptist minister, led a group of sixteen Baptists?now dubbed "The Old
Brethren" by Old School Baptists churches in Appalachia?from New England to North Carolina in the mid-
eighteenth century. His musical "barking" preaching is still popular, and the association of churches that he
established gave birth to many of the disparate denominations prospering in the region today. A man lacking
in the scholarship of his peers but endowed with the eccentricities that would make their mark on
Appalachian faith, Stearns has long been an object of shame among most Baptist historians.

In The Roots of Appalachian Christianity, Sparks depicts an important religious figure in a new light. Poring
over pages of out-of-print and little-used histories, Sparks discovered the complexity of Stearns's character
and his impact on Appalachian Christianity. The result is a history not just of this leader but of the roots of a
religious movement.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Duda:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Roots of Appalachian Christianity: The Life and Legacy of
Elder Shubal Stearns (Religion In The South). Try to face the book The Roots of Appalachian Christianity:
The Life and Legacy of Elder Shubal Stearns (Religion In The South) as your buddy. It means that it can to
get your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Clementine Frazier:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Roots of Appalachian Christianity: The Life and
Legacy of Elder Shubal Stearns (Religion In The South) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Numbers Harless:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Roots of Appalachian Christianity: The Life and Legacy of Elder Shubal Stearns (Religion In The South)
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then
become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Roots of
Appalachian Christianity: The Life and Legacy of Elder Shubal Stearns (Religion In The South) giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better
life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bessie Scudder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount



types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Roots of Appalachian
Christianity: The Life and Legacy of Elder Shubal Stearns (Religion In The South).
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