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"An important and timely message about the biological roots of human kindness."
—Desmond Morris, author of The Naked Ape

Are we our brothers' keepers? Do we have an instinct for compassion? Or are we, as is often assumed, only
on earth to serve our own survival and interests? In this thought-provoking book, the acclaimed author of
Our Inner Ape examines how empathy comes naturally to a great variety of animals, including humans.

By studying social behaviors in animals, such as bonding, the herd instinct, the forming of trusting alliances,
expressions of consolation, and conflict resolution, Frans de Waal demonstrates that animals–and
humans–are "preprogrammed to reach out." He has found that chimpanzees care for mates that are wounded
by leopards, elephants offer "reassuring rumbles" to youngsters in distress, and dolphins support sick
companions near the water's surface to prevent them from drowning. From day one humans have innate
sensitivities to faces, bodies, and voices; we've been designed to feel for one another.

De Waal's theory runs counter to the assumption that humans are inherently selfish, which can be seen in the
fields of politics, law, and finance, and whichseems to be evidenced by the current greed-driven stock market
collapse. But he cites the public's outrage at the U.S. government's lack of empathy in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina as a significant shift in perspective–one that helped Barack Obama become elected and ushered in
what may well become an Age of Empathy. Through a better understanding of empathy's survival value in
evolution, de Waal suggests, we can work together toward a more just society based on a more generous and
accurate view of human nature.

Written in layman's prose with a wealth of anecdotes, wry humor, and incisive intelligence, The Age of
Empathy is essential reading for our embattled times.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for
a Kinder Society. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Tom Seaman:

The reason why? Because this The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Joseph Griego:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition associated with. Even you love The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder
Society, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Toby Lowry:

This The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The
Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this



e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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