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In the modern Greek city of Thessaloniki, the ruins of a vast Jewish cemetery lie buried under the city’s
university. Nearby is the site of the childhood home of one of the founders of the modern Turkish state.
These are tantalizing reminders of what was once the bustling cosmopolitan city of Salonica, home not just
to Greeks but to thousands of Sephardic Jews, Turks, Bulgarians, and Armenians living and working
peacefully alongside one another.

Thessaloniki is just one example among many of what used to be. Over the past two centuries, ethnic
cleansing has remade the map of Central and Eastern Europe and the Middle East, transforming vast empires
that embraced many ethnic groups into nearly homogenous nations. Towns and cities from Germany to
Turkey still show traces of the vanished and nearly forgotten ethnic and religious communities that once
called these places home.

In Terrible Fate, Benjamin Lieberman describes the violent transformations that occurred in Salonica and
hundreds of other towns and cities as the Ottoman, Russian, Austro-Hungarian, and German empires
collapsed, to be reborn as the modern nation-states we know today. His book is the first comprehensive
history of this process that has involved the murder and forced migration of tens of millions of people.
Drawing upon eyewitness accounts, contemporary journalism, and diplomatic records, Lieberman’s story
sweeps across the continent, taking the reader from ethnic cleansing’s earliest beginnings in Bulgaria,
Greece, and Russia in the nineteenth century, through the rise of nationalism, both world wars, the Armenian
genocide, the Holocaust, and the rise and fall of the Soviet empire, up to the breakup of Yugoslavia in the
1990s. Along the way he examines the decisive roles of political leaders—not only monarchs and dictators
but also those who were democratically elected—as well as ordinary people who often required very little
encouragement to rob and brutalize their neighbors, or who were simply caught up in the tide of history.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Guzman:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what type you should start with. This Terrible Fate: Ethnic Cleansing in the Making of Modern
Europe is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Francis Garcia:

Why? Because this Terrible Fate: Ethnic Cleansing in the Making of Modern Europe is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Jackie Caldwell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Terrible Fate: Ethnic Cleansing in the Making of Modern Europe why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Duane Sills:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Terrible Fate: Ethnic Cleansing in the Making of Modern Europe this publication
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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