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Students and the public routinely consult various published college rankings to assess the quality of colleges
and universities and easily compare different schools. However, many institutions have responded to the
rankings in ways that benefit neither the schools nor their students. In Engines of Anxiety, sociologists
Wendy Espeland and Michael Sauder delve deep into the mechanisms of law school rankings, which have
become a top priority within legal education. Based on a wealth of observational data and over 200 in-depth
interviews with law students, university deans, and other administrators, they show how the scramble for
high rankings has affected the missions and practices of many law schools.

Engines of Anxiety tracks how rankings, such as those published annually by the U.S. News & World Report,
permeate every aspect of legal education, beginning with the admissions process. The authors find that
prospective law students not only rely heavily on such rankings to evaluate school quality, but also
internalize rankings as expressions of their own abilities and flaws. For example, they often view rejections
from “first-tier” schools as a sign of personal failure. The rankings also affect the decisions of admissions
officers, who try to balance admitting diverse classes with preserving the school’s ranking, which is
dependent on factors such as the median LSAT score of the entering class. Espeland and Sauder find that law
schools face pressure to admit applicants with high test scores over lower-scoring candidates who possess
other favorable credentials.

Engines of Anxiety also reveals how rankings have influenced law schools’ career service departments.
Because graduates’ job placements play a major role in the rankings, many institutions have shifted their
career-services resources toward tracking placements, and away from counseling and network-building. In
turn, law firms regularly use school rankings to recruit and screen job candidates, perpetuating a cycle in
which highly ranked schools enjoy increasing prestige. As a result, the rankings create and reinforce a rigid
hierarchy that penalizes lower-tier schools that do not conform to the restrictive standards used in the
rankings. The authors show that as law schools compete to improve their rankings, their programs become
more homogenized and less accessible to non-traditional students.

The ranking system is considered a valuable resource for learning about more than 200 law schools. Yet,
Engines of Anxiety shows that the drive to increase a school’s rankings has negative consequences for
students, educators, and administrators and has implications for all educational programs that are quantified
in similar ways.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

The book Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability? Some of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Phyllis Belser:

Here thing why this Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of it which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and
Accountability giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no book that similar with Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and
Accountability. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and
Accountability in e-book can be your option.

Charles Branch:

This Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability tend to be reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Engines of Anxiety:
Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability can be one of the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Engines of Anxiety:
Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Todd Porter:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to



as of book Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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