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Written by hobby farmer Cherie Langlois from Washington state, Ducks is a fantastic overview of these
entertaining and adaptable waterfowl. The author begins by asking “What do these water-crazy birds have
that make them as much an asset to farms as landlubbing poultry?” She provides many answers that defend
the virtues and versatility of ducks and argues that the duck is superior to the ubiquitous chicken in many
ways. As a zoologist, Langlois has a gift for elucidating the details of the waterfowl’s anatomy, traits and
behavior, all revealed in the first chapter “Meet the Duck.” She proceeds by leading readers through the
process of choosing the right ducks for their hobby farm, considering the various domestic breeds (from
bantams to heavyweights) as well as the sex of the birds and number of birds/breeds ideal for beginning a
hobby-farm flock.

The book offers advice on housing these very adaptable birds that thrive in various climates and regions
throughout the world: space requirements, ventilation, flooring, feeders, and fencing. Naturally, ducks need
water to thrive in the form of an existing lake, a manmade pond or simple duck pools, all discussed in the
housing chapter. “The Duck Diet” chapter discusses the nutritional needs of the flock and various feeding
options farmers and ranchers can consider. Seasoned duck aficionados interested in getting into the business
of ducklings will find much information in the breeding chapter, which catalogs methods for hatching,
incubators, mama duck and baby care, and more. The health of livestock is always a major consideration for
the hobby farmer, and the chapter “Flock Health and Handling” offers a mini course in disease prevention,
proper hygiene, recognizing symptoms of illnesses, and dealing with common maladies.

The advantages of duck farming—the superior quality of duck eggs, down, and meat--are the focal point of
the final chapter “Harvesting the Rewards,” likely the first chapter the dubious duck farmer will read prior to
taking the dive into ducks. The book concludes with appendices of endangered duck breeds and duck
diseases, resources, a glossary of terms, and a complete index.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Ducks: Tending a
Small-Scale Flock for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Sheree Gonzalez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Ducks: Tending a Small-Scale Flock for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms) offer you a new experience in
reading a book.

Desmond Goforth:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Ducks: Tending a Small-Scale Flock for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms)
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book you wanted.

Jason Buckley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Ducks: Tending a Small-
Scale Flock for Pleasure and Profit (Hobby Farms).
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