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The "tyranny of the private realm" is destroying our cities. Modern architecture, with its insistence on the
mute object and its rejection of the conventions of street and square, has abdicated civic responsibility and
eschewed the urban forms that express and promote it. In this eloquent and extensively illustrated study of
the evolution of a modern conception of space, Michael Dennis explores the social, psychological, and
especially the formal transformations that that led architects to trade the city of public space for a city of
private icons. The French hôtel, an aristocratic town house developed largely in Paris between 1550 and
1800, is a sophisticated instrument of urbanism that both chronicles the demise of the public realm and offers
architectural techniques for reconstructing a spatially rich city. In its development from Italianate prototypes
to an urban courtyard building and finally to a freestanding pavilion in a private garden, the French hôtel
illustrates the transformation of the city from one of platonic voids to one of platonic solids, from one of
buildings that define space to one of buildings that treat space as merely left over.

In reconstructing the origins of the modern city—and the modern sense of privacy—Dennis focuses on the
plan of the hôtel and on the relationship between the external and internal organization of buildings. He
identifies three distinct hôtel types—Baroque, Roccoco, and Neoclassical—and examines the urban and
social changes reflected in their sitings and facades and in such details as the sequence of public and private
rooms, patterns of circulation, and the proliferation of rooms with special functions.

By studying the plans, Dennis asserts, modern architects can recapture the language of urbanism and learn
how to reconcile modern and traditional modes of building organization and spatial development. The
extensive documentation he provides—nearly 400 illustrations, including historical maps of Paris, hôtel
plans, and photographs of extant hôtels—encourages that study and significantly extends the tradition of
illustrated architectural treatises by Marot (c. 1670), Blondell (1752-1756) and Krafft (c. 1802), establishing
this book as the definitive scholarly work on the French hôtel.

A Graham Foundation Book.
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From reader reviews:

Keiko Whitchurch:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Court and Garden: From
the French Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in
Contemporary Architectural Discourse). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Peggy Witzel:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this Court and Garden: From the French Hôtel to the City of
Modern Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse) to
read.

David Ashworth:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Court and Garden: From the French Hôtel to the City of Modern
Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse) why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Pilar Porter:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the book
Court and Garden: From the French Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT
Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to



be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Court and Garden: From
the French Hôtel to the City of Modern Architecture (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in
Contemporary Architectural Discourse). You can more appealing than now.
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