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The idea of human cruelty to animals so consumes novelist Elizabeth Costello in her later years that she can
no longer look another person in the eye: humans, especially meat-eating ones, seem to her to be conspirators
in a crime of stupefying magnitude taking place on farms and in slaughterhouses, factories, and laboratories
across the world.

Costello's son, a physics professor, admires her literary achievements, but dreads his mother's lecturing on
animal rights at the college where he teaches. His colleagues resist her argument that human reason is
overrated and that the inability to reason does not diminish the value of life; his wife denounces his mother's
vegetarianism as a form of moral superiority.

At the dinner that follows her first lecture, the guests confront Costello with a range of sympathetic and
skeptical reactions to issues of animal rights, touching on broad philosophical, anthropological, and religious
perspectives. Painfully for her son, Elizabeth Costello seems offensive and flaky, but--dare he admit it?--
strangely on target.

Here the internationally renowned writer J. M. Coetzee uses fiction to present a powerfully moving
discussion of animal rights in all their complexity. He draws us into Elizabeth Costello's own sense of
mortality, her compassion for animals, and her alienation from humans, even from her own family. In his
fable, presented as a Tanner Lecture sponsored by the University Center for Human Values at Princeton
University, Coetzee immerses us in a drama reflecting the real-life situation at hand: a writer delivering a
lecture on an emotionally charged issue at a prestigious university. Literature, philosophy, performance, and
deep human conviction--Coetzee brings all these elements into play.

As in the story of Elizabeth Costello, the Tanner Lecture is followed by responses treating the reader to a
variety of perspectives, delivered by leading thinkers in different fields. Coetzee's text is accompanied by an
introduction by political philosopher Amy Gutmann and responsive essays by religion scholar Wendy
Doniger, primatologist Barbara Smuts, literary theorist Marjorie Garber, and moral philosopher Peter Singer,
author of Animal Liberation. Together the lecture-fable and the essays explore the palpable social
consequences of uncompromising moral conflict and confrontation.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Salazar:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Lives of Animals (The University Center for
Human Values Series) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Luciana Findley:

The Lives of Animals (The University Center for Human Values Series) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Lives of Animals (The University Center for Human Values Series) but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Michael Grammer:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Lives of Animals (The
University Center for Human Values Series) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The
Lives of Animals (The University Center for Human Values Series) as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

John Cheung:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is The Lives of Animals (The University Center for Human Values Series) this guide
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the



writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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