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This is an anthology of nearly four centuries of nature writing about one of America's premier regions?the
Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Beginning with Captain John Smith's eager gaze
westward in search of gold and ending with contemporary essayist John Daniel's transformative gaze inward
in search of wilderness, The Height of our Mountains features the work of seventy of the nation's finest
writers on nature, from 1607 to 1997.

Responding to Thomas Jefferson's claim in Notes on the State of Virginia that "the height of our mountains
has not yet been estimated with any degree of exactness," Branch and Philippon have gathered a diverse
collection of written perspectives on the region in an effort to "measure" the remarkable richness of this
landscape through a variety of literary forms and styles.

The result is a wide-ranging survey that includes the colonial narratives of William Byrd and George
Washington, as well as the natural histories of John Bartram and John James Audubon; the travel narratives
of King Louis Philippe of France and the diaries and memoirs of Cornelia Peake McDonald, Walt Whitman,
and John Burroughs; works of fiction by Edgar Allen Poe and Willa Cather; speeches by James Madison,
Herbert Hover, and Franklin Roosevelt; and contemporary writings by Donald Culcross Peattie, Edwin Way
Teale, Roger Tory Peterson, Annie Dillard, Donald McCaig, Peter Svenson, and Jake Page.

The book contains a lengthy and detailed introduction on the character and form of nature writing, the
concepts of place and bioregionalism, and the literary natural history of the Blue Ridge country itself. Ample
notes, beautiful illustrations and amps, and a lengthy bibliography make this book a lasting treasure.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Gant:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Height of Our Mountains: Nature Writing
from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley guide written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still uncertainty The Height of Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and
Shenandoah Valley as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Bobbi Gonzales:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your
requirements is The Height of Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and
Shenandoah Valley this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Alyssa Lewis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The Height of Our Mountains: Nature
Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley.

Robert Dougherty:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Height of Our Mountains: Nature
Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It



is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Height of
Our Mountains: Nature Writing from Virginia's Blue Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah Valley can to be
your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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