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The attacks on the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon in the United States of September 11th, 2001
brought the phenomenon of religious fundamentalism to the world's attention.Sociological research has
clearly demonstrated that fundamentalists are primarily reacting against modernity, and believe that they are
fighting for the very survival of their faith against the secular enemy. But we understand very little about
how and why people join fundamentalist movements and embrace a set of beliefs, values and norms of
behaviour which are counter-cultural. This is essentially a question for social psychology, since it involves
both social relations and individual selves.

Drawing on a broad theoretical perspective, social identity theory, Peter Herriot addresses two key questions:
why do fundamentalists identify themselves as an in-group fighting against various out-groups? And how do
the psychological needs for self-esteem and meaning motivate them? Case studies of Mohammed Atta, the
leader of the 9/11 hijackers, and of the current controversy in the Anglican Church about gay priests and
bishops, demonstrate how fruitfully this theory can be applied to fundamentalist conflicts. It also offers
psychologically sensible ways of managing such conflicts, rather than treating fundamentalists as an enemy
to be defeated.

Religious Fundamentalism and Social Identity is unique in applying social identity theory to
fundamentalism, and rare in that it provides psychological (in addition to sociological) analyses of the
phenomenon. It is a valuable resource for courses in social psychology which seek to demonstrate the
applicability of social psychological theory to the real world.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Religious Fundamentalism and Social Identity.

Jesus Reeves:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Religious Fundamentalism and Social Identity is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Lillian Owensby:

This Religious Fundamentalism and Social Identity are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Religious Fundamentalism and Social Identity can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual
with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Religious
Fundamentalism and Social Identity forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Jarred Chisolm:

The publication untitled Religious Fundamentalism and Social Identity is the publication that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Religious Fundamentalism and Social Identity from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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