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Was slavery over when slaves gained formal emancipation? Was it over when the social, economic, and
political situation for African Americans no longer mimicked the conditions of slavery? If the Thirteenth
Amendment abolished it in 1865, why did most of the disputed points during the Reconstruction debates of
1866–75 concern issues of slavery? In this book Pamela Brandwein examines the post–Civil War struggle
between competing political and legal interpretations of slavery and Reconstruction to reveal how accepted
historical truth was established.
Delving into the circumstances, assumptions, and rhetoric that shaped the “official” story of Reconstruction,
Brandwein describes precisely how a dominant interpretation of events ultimately emerged and what its
implications have been for twentieth-century judicial decisions, particularly for Supreme Court rulings on
civil rights. While analyzing interpretive disputes about slavery, Brandwein offers a detailed rescoring of
post–Civil War legislative and constitutional history, including analysis of the original understanding of the
Fourteenth Amendment. She identifies the perspectives on Reconstruction that were endorsed or rejected by
the Supreme Court. Explaining what it meant—theoretically and practically—to resolve Reconstruction
debates with a particular definition of slavery, Brandwein recounts how the Northern Democratic definition
of “ending” slavery was not the only definition, just the one that prevailed. Using a familiar historical
moment to do new interpretive work, she outlines a sociology of constitutional law, showing how subjective
narrative construction can solidify into opaque institutional memory.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Reconstructing Reconstruction:
The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical Truth is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Oliver Watts:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
particular reader with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But
also they write about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on
their book. One of them is this Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of
Historical Truth.

Coleman Bailey:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Reconstructing
Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical Truth that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick
Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of Historical Truth become your own
starter.

Rachel Addison:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that



recommended for you is Reconstructing Reconstruction: The Supreme Court and the Production of
Historical Truth this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.
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