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When Czechoslovakia became independent in 1918, Czechs embraced democracy, which they saw as
particularly suited to their national interests. Politicians enthusiastically supported a constitution that
proclaimed all citizens, women as well as men, legally equal. But they soon found themselves split over how
to implement this pledge. Some believed democracy required extensive egalitarian legislation. Others
contended that any commitment to equality had to bow before other social interests, such as preserving the
traditional family.

On the eve of World War II, Czech leaders jettisoned the young republic for an “authoritarian democracy”
that firmly placed their nation, and not the individual citizen, at the center of politics. In 1948, they turned to
a Communist-led “people's democracy,” which also devalued individual rights.

By examining specific policy issues, including marriage and family law, civil service regulations, citizenship
law, and abortion statutes, Elusive Equality demonstrates the relationship between Czechs' ideas about
gender roles and their attitudes toward democracy. Gradually, many Czechs became convinced that
protecting a traditionally gendered family ideal was more important to their national survival than adhering
to constitutionally prescribed standards of equal citizenship. Through extensive original research, Melissa
Feinberg assembles a compelling account of how early Czech progress in women's rights, tied to democratic
reforms, eventually lost momentum in the face of political transformations and the separation of state and
domestic issues. Moreover, Feinberg presents a prism through which our understanding of twentieth-century
democracy is deepened, and a cautionary tale for all those who want to make democratic governments work.
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From reader reviews:

Peter White:

The book Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-
1950 (Pitt Russian East European) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading a book Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of
Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European) to become your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Elusive Equality: Gender,
Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

William Fuller:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Elusive Equality: Gender,
Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European), you
can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Robert Bartlett:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship,
and the Limits of Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Elusive
Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian
East European) become your own personal starter.

Donald Spada:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of
Democracy in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Elusive Equality: Gender, Citizenship, and the Limits of Democracy



in Czechoslovokia, 1918-1950 (Pitt Russian East European) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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